INTRODUCTION

1 HAVE SET MYSELF A DIFFICULT TASK.    NOW THAT

events in Spain have taken a tragic turn, I feel the
need to record my own general view of the course
of these events, by way of conclusion to the happen-
ings and experiences that were my portion in the
struggle.

Where it is a question of discussing the arming
and remodelling of the army, the courage of the
comrades in the trenches, the sufferings of the
civilian population, the magnificent cultural achieve-
ments of the Government, or the miracle of the
latent forces which have now grown active in the
Spanish people, I feel I can speak with expert
knowledge, because I experienced and lived through
it all.

But to discuss the political situation is a different
matter, I fear that you can barely realize the isola-
tion of an officer's existence at the front, how little
he knows of the general military operations even a
few kilometres away. News of the outer world
filters through to him in censored newspapers, which